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Summary - The bignose shark, Carcharhinus altimus (Springer, 1950) is recorded for the first 
time from the northern Red Sea, Some data on its systematic characters are given. 

Resume - Le requin Carcharhinus altimus (Springer, 1950) est signale pour ia premiere fois 
dans le nord de la Mer Rouge, Quelques informations sont donnees sur ses caracteristiques sys* 
tematiques. 


INTRODUCTION 

On January 21th. 1977 a half-dried head of a bignose shark, Carcharhinus fl/fi- 
mus was obtained from fishermen at Marsa el MnqueibJa (30 km south of Elat, Gulf 
of Aqubab This shark was caught three days earlier by hook-and-lines set at night 
near the bottom, at a depth of 25-30 m, and baited with a dead grouper. 

It was measured and photographed. The total length of the shark was estimated 
as 150 cm from the proportions of the head and the snout to lengths and body pro¬ 
portions given by Springer (1950) and Bass et ai ( 19731, 


DESCRIPTION AND COMMENTS 

The long broad cusps of the teeth of the upper jaw distinguishes Carcharhinus 
altimus from other Carcharhinus species. In our specimen there is only one central 
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tooth in both upper and lower jaw. According to Springer (1950) and Bass et at 
(1973), there are occasionally two central teeth in the upper jaw but there is always 
a single central tooth in the lower one. All the lateral teeth are serrated, the serra¬ 
tion of those in the lower jaw becoming finer. The first twelve lateral teeth of the 
upper jaw are as long or longer than the length of their base. The last three teeth 
have a wider base. The first two teeth adjacent to the symphysis are isocele. All 
the following teeth are pointing toward the comer of the jaws, their inner margin 
being concave. From the ninth to the fifteenth tooth, the inner margin is deeply 
notched. The second, third, fourth and fifth tooth In both jaws are the highest. 
The number of lateral teeth counted in situ amounted to 30 in the upper jaw and 
28 in the lower one. The dental formula was obtained on dissected jaws. 

15 - 1*15 

The following description is based chiefly on the available literature. A dorsal 
ridge is present between the two dorsal fins. The first dorsal fin originates above the 
rear insertion of the pectoral fin. According to D'Aubrey (1974)the height of the 
first dorsal fin is less than twice the length of the snout ; in C. plumbeus it is much 
longer (Baranesand Ben-Tuvia, 1978). The second dorsal fin originates slightly in 
advance of the anal fin. The caudal fin is short, its upper margin being 23.2-25,0 % 
of TL (Fourmanoir, 1961), The anal fin is deeply notched. The pelvic fin is much 
closer to the anal than to the first dorsal (Springer, 1950), The pectoral fin origi¬ 
nates under the fourth gill slit. The snout is long, the distance between the tip of 
the snout and the upper lip is larger than the mouth width, while in C plumbeus it 
is must shorter. The width of the mouth is 1.4 rimes the height, in C, plumbeus ihe 
width is 2,5 times the height (Baranes and Ben-Tuvia, 1978), On the anterior mar¬ 
gin of each nostril, a short pointed flap is present. 

Carcharhinus altimus lacks any conspicuous marks on fins ; Fourmanoir. t 1961) 
quoted juveniles of 65-70 cm from Madagascar with black tips on the second dor¬ 
sal, the anal and both lobes of the caudal fin. Those marks fade with age. According 
to Fourmanoir (1961) the thin, almost transparent trailing edges of the pectoral 
and of the first dorsal are characteristics of the species. 

The bignose shark grows to a fairly large size. A specimen 277 cm long has been 
reported from the Indian Ocean, and a 282 cm female from the western Atlantic ; 
the size quoted by D'Aubrey (1964) as 11 feet (335 cm) seems doubtful. This 
species reaches sexual maturity at length of 235 cm. The gestation period is un¬ 
known. Six to eight sharks per litter are born in September-October and their length 
is 65 cm (Fourmanoir. 1961), 

According to Bass et ai (1973J there arc 101-107 precaudal vertebrae, Carchar¬ 
hinus altimus feeds on bottom-living animals, mainly fishes. Because of its size, this 
shark is being considered as potentially dangerous although it usually inhabits deep 
waters. Our specimen was caught near the coast, in relatively shallow waters. 



63 


DISTRIBUTION 


Although Carcharhinus altimus is a common and large shark of cosmopolitan 
distribution it has not been recognized as a distinct species until the middle of this 
century (Springer, 1950 ). Its distribution includes the western and eastern Atlan¬ 
tic ( Ettlamia ultima ; Springer, 1950 ), the south-western Indian Ocean (Carchar- 
hinus radamae , Fourmanoir, 1961 ;C altimus, D’Aubrey, 1964) and the central and 
eastern Pacific (C. altimus, Bass et al , 1973). The present record extends the dis¬ 
tribution of this species to the northern Red Sea. 
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Fig. 1 : Side view of Carcharhinusaltimus TL 130 cm. (After fig. 7 of Bass et ai 1973). 
Scale 10 cm. 

Fig. 2 : Teeth of the left side of the jaws of a 150 cm Carcharhinus altimus from the northen 
Red Sea. Scale 1 cm. 

Fig. 3 : Enlargement of the fourth lateral tooth of the upper jaw (a) and of the fourth lateral 
tooth of the lower one (b). 



